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Public Papers of the Presidents 
of the United States 


RICHARD NIXON, 1970 


The volume contains public messages and statements, verbatim transcripts of 
the President’s news conferences, and other selected papers released by the White 
House from January | through December 31, 1970. 

In the Foreword to the book President Nixon writes, ““The story of the year, 
for me and for the adinistration team working with me, was above all a story of 
building for peace. Peace, we believe from the beginning, does not come to the 
passive; and so we pressed on through 1970 with a determination that the United 
States should act creatively, not merely react reflectively, on the world stage.” 

Among the items that are a part of the record for 1970 are addresses to the 
Nation on progress toward peace in Vietnam and in Southeast Asia; reports on 
the Cambodian sanctuary operation; speeches made by the President during his 
five-nation European tour; and the President’s television interview on foreign 








policy with representatives of the three major networks. 
The 1305-page clothbound volume, fully indexed, is available to the public 


at $15.75 per copy. 


Similar volumes are available covering the administrations of Presidents 
Truman, Eisenhower, Kennedy, and Johnson, and the first year of President 


Nixon. 


All volumes in the “Public Papers” series are sold by the Superintendent of 
Documents, Government Printing Office, Washington, D.C. 20402. Distribution 
for official use is governed by the provisions of sections 32.15—32.19 of Title 1 of 


the Code of Federal Regulations. 
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prescribed by the Administrative Committee of the Federal Reg- 
ister, approved by the President (30 F.R. 9573; 1 CFR Part 32). 
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Public Buildings Amendments of 1972 


Statement by the President Upon Signing the Bill Into 
Law. Dated June 16, 1972. Released June 17, 1972 


I have signed S. 1736, the Public Buildings Amend- 
ments of 1972, the major features of which were pro- 
posed by the Administration. 

S. 1736 established a public building fund to finance 
construction, maintenance, and operation of Federal 
buildings from user charges collected from those Federal 
agencies which are furnished space or services by the Gen- 
eral Services Administration. It provides 3-year authority 
for construction of public buildings by purchase contracts 
with terms of up to 30 years. It also authorizes the Na- 
tional Park Service to provide maintenance, security, and 
information services for the John F. Kennedy Center for 
the Performing Arts. 

The requirement that agencies budget for their own 
space and pay user charges approximating commercial 
rental rates should provide an incentive for more efficient 
space utilization, and will move agency budgets one step 
nearer to the goal of reflecting total program costs. 

It is regrettable that S. 1736 contains two provisions 
which I am advised by the Attorney General are uncon- 
stitutional “coming into agreement” clauses, infringing 
upon the fundamental principle of the separation of legis- 
lative and executive powers. 

These provisions appear in section 7(d) of the Public 
Buildings Act of 1959, as amended by section 2(4) of the 
bill, and in section 5(f) of the bill. 

The amended section 7(d) provides that no emergency 
lease authorized by that section shall be for a period of 
more than 180 days without approval of a prospectus for 
such lease by the Committees on Public Works. 

Section 5(f) provides that, except for previously 
approved prospectuses, no purchase contract shall be 
entered into until a prospectus has been submitted and 
approved by the Committees on Public Works. 

Under section 7(a) of the Public Buildings Act of 1959, 
as it would be amended by this bill, no appropriations 
may He made to construct, alter, purchase, or acquire a 
public building, or to lease any space at an average annual 
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rental in excess of $500,000, until the Public Works 
Committees have approved GSA’s prospectuses for such 
projects. I understand that Congress regards this “no 
appropriation may be made” provision as internal Con- 
gressional rulemaking which does not affect the executive 
branch. This Administration has acquiesced in that 
construction. 

However, the two sections of this bill previously re- 
ferred to give the General Services Administration the au- 
thority to enter into leases and purchase contracts and 
then condition the use of that authority on that agency’s 
getting the approval of the Public Works Committees on 
prospectuses. This conditioning of the authority of the 
executive branch upon an action by committees of the 
Congress is found by the Attorney General to be an un- 
constitutional “coming into agreement” provision. 

In signing the Second Supplemental Appropriations 
Act on May 27, 1972, I commented on the unconstitution- 
ality of a similar clause contained in that act. I wish to em- 
phasize, as my predecessors have done, my firm opposi- 
tion to any “coming into agreement” provisions and also 
to indicate that I cannot act under such a provision. 

Therefore, I am directing GSA to cooperate with the 
Committees on Public Works in assuring full compliance 
with the acceptable procedures contained in section 7(a) 
of the Public Buildings Act, without regard to the uncon- 
stitutional provisions I have previously referred to. Fur- 
ther, I am directing that agency to submit appropriate 
legislation to the Congress to eliminate the unconstitu- 
tional language in S. 1736. 


NOTE: The statement was released at Key Biscayne, Fla. As enacted, 
the bill (S. 1736) is Public Law 92-313, approved June 16, 1972. 


Interstate Commerce Commission 


Announcement of Intention To Nominate 
Chester M. Wiggin, Jr., To Be a Commissioner. 
June 17, 1972 


The President today announced his intention to nomi- 
nate Chester M. Wiggin, Jr., of Hopkinton, N.H., to be a 
Commissioner of the Interstate Commerce Commission 
for the remainder of a term expiring December 31, 1973. 


Wwe 














He succeeds Donald L. Jackson who is resigning effective 
June 30, 1972. 

Mr. Wiggin is currently serving as the Federal Cochair- 
man of the New England Regional Commission, Eco- 
nomic Development Administration, Department of 
Commerce, a position to which he was appointed by the 
President in 1970. He was Executive Secretary for the 
Board for Correction of Naval Records in the Office of the 
Secretary of the Navy from 1947-1953. For the next 9 
years, Mr. Wiggin served as Administrative Assistant to 
Senator Styles Bridges and from 1962-1970 he was Ad- 
ministrative Assistant to Senator Norris Cotton. 

Mr. Wiggin, 51, received his A.B. (1939) from Dart- 
mouth College and his LL.B. (1942) from Boston Univer- 
sity Law School. He served in the United States Marine 
Corps from 1942-1947. 

The Interstate Commerce Commission was established 
in 1887 by the Interstate Commerce Act to regulate, in 
the public interest, carriers subject to the act. The Com- 
mission is composed of 11 commissioners appointed by 
the President, by and with the advice and consent of the 
Senate, for terms of 7 years. George M. Stafford is cur- 
rently serving as Chairman. 


NOTE: The announcement was released at Key Biscayne, Fla. 


United States Conference of Mayors 


The President’s Message to the Mayors Meeting in 
New Orleans, La. June 19,1972 


My warmest greetings, today, to the United States 
Conference of Mayors as you meet in New Orleans. Yours 
is one of the most experienced, most able, most valuable 
organizations in our struggle to find new sources of hope, 
security, dignity—and revenue—for our cities. 

For decades in America, of course, our efforts in this 
regard seemed to run counter to tradition. When President 
Jefferson completed the Louisiana Purchase in 1803, he 
said it was necessary for us to think continentally. But he 
sometimes thought of the cities, as he had written to a 
friend, as “pestilential to the morals, the health, and the 
liberties of man.” 

But I would like all of you to share with me the begin- 
ning of hope that we are reversing things. In the revenue 
sharing proposals we have sent to the Congress—and no 
organization has been more helpful in shaping and shep- 
herding these than the Conference of Mayors—we are in 
fact setting a new course for America. 

For example, I have asked Congress to approve general 
revenue sharing legislation which would provide $3.5 bil- 
lion to urban areas this year. 

I have also asked Congress to enact urban special reve- 
nue sharing legislation which would consolidate $2.3 bil- 
lion of grants for local development needs, enabling local 
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general-purpose governments to set their own priorities 
and use these funds to meet their own development needs 
without interference from Washington. 

I have also proposed a sweeping reform of our dis- 
credited welfare system, and we have secured passage of 
a 12-year, $10 billion urban mass transit improvement 
program. 

Let me summarize just a few other advances: 

Since 1969, our Administration has increased housing 
production for low and moderate income families four- 
fold—by 400 percent. 

We have increased the budget authority for municipal 
waste treatment projects from $214 million in 1969 to 
$2 billion in 1973. 

We have increased Federal anticrime aid since 1969 by 
253 percent in affirmative action for law, order, and jus- 
tice for all. 

Your past support of these initiatives, individually as 
well as through the Conference, has been most welcome. 
It has also been a profound public service. However, the 
task has only just begun, and I urge your continued efforts 
in behalf of these long-needed reforms. 

Together, we can rebuild and maintain our cities as 
desirable, pleasant places in which to live. 

I pledge you my continued personal commitment to 
this objective. 

I thank you very much indeed, and my best wishes to 
you for a successful meeting in New Orleans. 


NOTE: The text of the message was released at Key Biscayne, Fla- 


Deputy Attorney General 


Announcement of Intention To Nominate 
Ralph E. Erickson. June 19, 1972 


The President today announced his intention to nomi- 
nate Ralph E. Erickson to be Deputy Attorney General 
of the United States. He will succeed Richard Kleindienst 
who was appointed Attorney General June 12, 1972. 

Since his appointment by the President on February 7, 
1972, Erickson has been Assistant Attorney General, 
Office of Legal Counsel, Department of Justice. He had 
served in that position under recess appointment since 
January 11, 1972. 

From October 1971 through January 1972, Erickson 
was Deputy Assistant Attorney General in the Office of 
Legal Counsel at the Department of Justice. Prior to as- 
suming that position, he was the Director of the Office of 
Community Goals and Standards at the Department of 
Housing and Urban Development. From 1955 to June 
1971, Erickson was associated with the Los Angeles law 
firm of Musich, Peeler and Garrett. He became a partner 
in that firm in 1962. 

A native of Jamestown, N.Y., Erickson was born Octo- 
ber 3, 1928. He received his bachelor of science degree 
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in 1952 from Cornell and his LL.B. from Harvard in 
1955. He was admitted to the bar of the State of Califor- 
nia in 1956. 

Erickson is married and has two children. He resides 
in McLean, Va. 


NOTE: The announcement was released at Key Biscayne, Fla. 


United Nations Conference on the 
Human Environment 


Statement by the President on the Conference Held 
June 5-16 in Stockholm. June 20, 1972 


I have just received a report on the United Nations Con- 
ference on the Human Environment concluded last Fri- 
day at Stockholm from Chairman Train who headed the 
large and distinguished United States delegation. 

The United States has worked long and hard over the 
past 18 months to help make the Conference a success. 
Representatives of 113 nations met together for 2 weeks 
to produce an impressive number of agreements on envi- 
ronmental principles and recommendations for further 
national and international action in this important field. 

The United States achieved practically all of its objec- 
tives at Stockholm. 

(1) The Conference approved establishment of a new 
United Nations unit to provide continued leadership and 
coordination of environmental action, an important step 
which had our full support. 

(2) The Conference approved forming a $100 million 
United Nations environmental fund which I personally 
proposed last February. 

(3) The Conference overwhelmingly approved the 
U.S. proposal for a moratorium on commercial killing 
of whales. 

(4) The Conference endorsed our proposal for an in- 
ternational convention to regulate ocean dumping. 

(5) The Conference endorsed the U.S. proposal for 
the establishment of a World Heritage Trust to help pre- 
serve wilderness areas and other scenic natural landmarks. 

However, even more than in the specific agreements 
reached, I believe that the deepest significance of the 
Conference lies in the fact that for the first time in history, 
the nations of the world sat down together to seek better 
understanding of each other’s environmental problems 
and to explore opportunities for positive action, indi- 
vidually and collectively. 

The strong concern of the United States over the fate 
of our environment has also been demonstrated in our 
direct dealings with individual nations. The Great Lakes 
Water Quality Agreement which I signed in Ottawa this 
April with Prime Minister Trudeau was evidence of the 
higif priority this Administration places on protecting the 
environment. The Environmental Agreement which I 
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signed in Moscow on May 23 is proof of the desire of our 
Nation to work together with the others on the common 
tasks of peace. 

I am proud that the United States is taking a leading 
role in international environmental cooperation, and I 
congratulate our U.S. delegation on its success at Stock- 
holm. The governments and people of the world must now 


work together to make the objectives of the Stockholm 
Conference a reality. 


THE PRESIDENT’S 
NEWS CONFERENCE OF 
JUNE 22, 1972 


Tue Present. Ladies and gentlemen: 

Next week before the Congress recesses, I am planning 
to have a general news conference. Prior to that time, in 
talking to Mr. Ziegler, I found that a number of mem- 
bers of the press, looking back at previous news confer- 
ences, have indicated that there is a tendency for foreign 
policy and defense policy questions to dominate the con- 
ferences so much that questions on domestic policy do 
not adequately get covered. 

As a matter of fact, I have noted several of you in your 
commentaries, after some news conferences, have indi- 
cated that we have not given enough attention to the 
domestic issues. 

So, subsequently, after discussing the matter with Mr. 
Ziegler, I thought it would be useful this week, on this 
occasion, to have you here in the office for the purpose of 
covering domestic issues only. The session next week will 
be open to both foreign policy, defense policy, and 
domestic issues. 

So, today we will take all questions on domestic issues 
and next week you can cover all three areas to the extent 
you wish to. 


Buccinc oF Democratic HEADQUARTERS 


Q. Mr. O’Brien has said that the people who bugged 
his headquarters had a direct link to the White House. 
Have you had any sort of investigation made to deter- 
mine whether this is true? 

Tue Preswent. Mr. Ziegler and also Mr. Mitchell, 
speaking for the campaign committee, have responded to 
questions on this in great detail. They have stated my po- 
sition and have also stated the facts accurately. 

This kind of activity, as Mr. Ziegler has indicated, 
has no place whatever in our electoral process, or in our 
governmental process. And, as Mr. Ziegler has stated, the 
White House has had no involvement whatever in this 
particular incident. 

As far as the matter now is concerned, it is under in- 
vestigation, as it should be, by the proper legal authorities, 
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by the District of Columbia police, and by the FBI. I will 
not comment on those matters, particularly since possible 
criminal charges are involved. 


Foop Prices 


Q. Mr. President, wholesale food prices have lead to in- 
creases in the cost of living in the last few weeks. Are you 
considering any kind of controls over the price of food? 

Tue Presment. In the whole area of inflation we have 
had a period of pretty good news generally. As you know, 
in 1969 and early 1970 the rate of inflation, the CPI, 
peaked out at 6 percent. Since that time it has been moving 
down and particularly since the August 15 new policy with 
the control system was announced, it has now been cut ap- 
proximately in half, running at around the rate of 3 per- 
cent. The most troublesome area however is the one you 
have referred to—food prices. 

We cannot take too much comfort from the figures that 
came out yesterday because as you know they actually 
reflected a slight drop in food prices. I met yesterday, how- 
ever, with the Quadriad and Mr. Stein reported that the 
weekly reports that we get, which, of course, were not re- 
flected in yesterday’s numbers, indicate that meat prices, 
particularly, are beginning to rise again and rising very 
fast. 

For that reason, I have directed that the Cost of Living 
Council which will be meeting this afternoon look into this 
matter to see what further action can be taken to deal 
specifically with food prices, but particularly with meat 
prices. 

Now with regard to meat prices, to give you an indi- 
cation of the direction of my thinking, you can move on 
the control side. But as we all remember in that period 
immediately after World War II, when we had controls 
but too much demand and too little supply, and all the 
black markets, controls alone will not work unless you also 
move on the supply side. 

At the present time, we have apparently a world short- 
age of meat, and particularly a shortage of meat in the 
United States where the demand is constantly going up, 
as the income of our people goes up. 

We have to get, therefore, at the problem of supply. 
Consequently, one of the areas that I am exploring is 
the quota system. I have directed our staff to check into 
the advisability of a temporary lifting of quotas on im- 
ported meat which will move on the supply side. It will 
not affect the problem immediately, but at least it would 
affect it over the next few months. 

That does not rule out, also, the possibility of moving 
on the control side and the control side is a matter where 
the Cost of Living Council is presently, or will be at 4 
o'clock this afternoon, considering a number of options 
which I will consider as the matter develops. 


DEFENSE BupGeT AND SALT AGREEMENTS 


Mr. President, this may be a borderline question in 
the domestic field, but I believe it may fall there since 
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the issues are before Congress. Could you tell us your 
view of the relationship between the development of 
offensive weapons, as proposed in your defense budget, 
and the SALT agreements? 

THe Preswent. I have noted the progress of the 
debate in the committee, and particularly the contro- 
versy, or alleged controversy and contradiction which 
seems in some quarters to have been developed between 
the views of the Secretary of Defense and the views that 
I have expressed and the views that have been expressed 
by Dr. Kissinger and Secretary Rogers. 

I think that I can put the thing in context best by 
first pointing out the Secretary of Defense’s position, and 
then relating that position to the overall position of the 
United States in attempting to develop policy that will 
adequately protect the security of the United States and 
also move forward on the arms limitation front. 

The Secretary of Defense has a responsibility, as I 
have a responsibility, to recommend to the Congress 
action that will adequately protect the security of the 
United States. Moving on that responsibility, he has 
indicated that if the SALT agreement is approved, and 
then if the Congress rejects the programs for offensive 
weapons not controlled by the SALT agreement, that 
this would seriously jeopardize the security of the United 
States. On that point he is correct. 

What I would suggest to the Congress and would rec- 
ommend to individual Congressmen and Senators, who 
will have the responsibility of voting on this matter, is 
the following course: First, the arms limitation agree- 
ments should be approved on their merits. I would not 
have signed those agreements unless I had believed that, 
standing alone, they were in the interest of the United 
States. As a matter of fact, the offensive limitation is one 
that is particularly in our interest because it covers arms 
where the Soviet Union has on-going programs which 
will be limited in this 5-year period, and in which we have 
no ongoing programs. 

So, consequently, I would recommend and strongly 
urge that the Congress approve the ABM treaty, and also 
the limited, temporary, offensive limitations curb. How- 
ever, after the Congress moves in that field, all Con- 
gressmen and Senators—and this would, of course, in- 
clude them all—who are concerned about the security 
of the United States should then vote for those programs 
that will provide adequate offensive weapons in the areas 
that have been recommended by the Secretary of De- 
fense and by the Administration. 

Now the reason for that is twofold: first, because if 
we have a SALT agreement and then do not go forward 
with these programs, the Soviet Union will, within a 
matter of a very limited time, be substantially ahead of 
the United States overall, particularly in the latter part 
of the seventies. 

If the United States falls into what is a definitely second 
position, inferior position to the Soviet Union overall 
in its defense programs, this will be an open invitation 
for more instability in the world and an open invitation, 








in my opinion, for more potential aggression in the world, 
particularly in such potentially explosive areas as the 
Mideast. 

Therefore, it is important from the standpcint of the 
United States being able to play its role of maintaining 
peace and security in the world—a role that the United 
States, of all the non-Communist nations, is the only 
one capable of playing—it is essential that the United 
States not fall into an inferior position. 

Therefore, the offensive weapons programs—which 
incidentally were not conceived after the SALT agree- 
ments, they were recommended prior to the SALT agree- 
ments and stand on their own because the Soviet Union 
has programs in which they are moving forward. As I 
pointed out to the leaders, and you ladies and gentlemen 
were present there, or some of you were and the rest of 
you, of course, covered it through the broadcasting sys- 
tem, the Soviet Union is moving forward. 

Mr. Brezhnev made it absolutely clear to me that in 
those areas that were not controlled by our offensive agree- 
ment that they were going ahead with their programs. 
For us not to would seriously jeopardize the security of 
the United States and jeopardize the cause of world 
peace, in my opinion. 

Now, the second reason why those who vote for the 
arms limitation agreement should vote for an on-going 
program in those areas not covered by it, is that this arms 
control agreement, while very important, is only the first 
step and not the biggest step. 

The biggest step remains. The biggest step is a perma- 
nent limitation on offensive weapons, covering other cate- 
gories of weapons and, we trust, eventually all categories 
of weapons. This would be as dramatic as the one step 
that we have already taken—this would be an even more 
dramatic step in limiting arms overall between the two 
superpowers. 

In the event that the United States does not have on- 
going programs, however, there will be no chance that the 
Soviet Union will negotiate phase 2 of an arms limitation 
agreement. I can say to the members of the press here that 
had we not had an ABM program in being there would 
be no SALT agreement today because there would have 
been no incentive for the Soviet Union to stop us from 
doing something that we were doing and, thereby, agree 
to stop something they were doing. 

Now in the event that we do not therefore have any 
new offensive systems underway or planned, the Soviet 
Union has no incentive to limit theirs. And so conse- 
quently—and I have studied this very, very carefully; I 
can assure you that there is nothing I would like better 
than to be able to limit these expenses—I am convinced 
that to achieve our goal which is the goal, I think, of all 
Americans, to achieve our goal of an offensive limitations 
curb, covering all types of nuclear weapons, that it is es- 
sentigl for the United States to have an on-going, offen- 
sive program. For that reason, I think that the position of, 
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the Secretary of Defense, speaking for the security of the 
United States, is a sound one. 

I would hope that Members of the House and Senate, 
on reflection, would recognize that the SALT agreement, 
important as it is by itself, does not deal with the total 
defense posture of the United States. By itself it is in the 
interest of the United States and it stands on its own, but 
by itself, without a continuing offensive program, we can 
be sure that the security interests of the United States 
would be very seriously jeopardized and the chances for a 
permanent offensive agreement would, in my opinion, be 
totally destroyed. 


News CONFERENCE QUESTIONS 


Q. Mr. President, is Mr. Ehrlichman correct when he 
says that you sometimes get irritated with us for our 
dumb and flabby questions so-called? 

THe Presment. You are not dumb and flabby. 
[Laughter.| No, I noted that comment and expected a 
question on it. I am afraid if I begin to characterize the 
questions, you will begin to characterize my answers, but 
you probably will anyway. In any event, as far as ques- 
tions are concerned, I think what Mr. Ehrlichman was 
referring to was the tendency in the big East Room con- 
ferences for questions to come in from all over the place 
and no follow-up, as there can be in a conference like 
this. 

Sometimes the questions may appear somewhat less 
relevant. I have found, for example—although we do 
not rule out the big conference where everybody gets to 
come—I have found that these smaller sessions do pro- 
vide an opportunity for members of the regular White 
House press, who study these issues day by day and who 
know what is relevant and what is not relevant and who 
can follow up, I think that the possibility of dumb and 
flabby questions is much less and I don’t, frankly, com- 
plain about it. 

The other point that I should make is this: In looking 
over the transcripts of various press conferences, I have 
not seen many softballs and I don’t want any because 
it is only the hardball that you can hit or strike out on. 


WELFARE BILL 


Q. Mr. President, how badly do you want a welfare 
bill to pass Congress and how much are you willing to 
compromise either on the principles or the price tag of 
H.R. 1? 

THE PreswenT. Well, as you know, I have been hav- 
ing a number of meetings on this matter over the past 
week and I will expect to have more during the next 
week and after the Congress returns from its vacation in 
Miami. 

But, whatever the case may be, looking at the welfare 
program, I believe that the position that we have taken, 
a position that has been overwhelmingly approved by 
the House, is the right position. 
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It provides for welfare for those who need it. It pro- 
vides also for those incentives that will move people from 
welfare rolls to jobs, and it does so at a cost we can afford. 
And all of those matters, I think, have to be taken into 
consideration in any program that we recommend. 

Now, the tactical situation is that Mr. Ribicoff and 
several Republicans have indicated that unless the Ad- 
ministration moves toward their position, that we have 
no chance to get a bill. 

First, I question their anaysis on that point. 

Second, I believe that on the merits, moving in that 
direction is the wrong step because it would substantially 
increase the cost of welfare and move in the direction 
that I think the country does not want and that I believe 
would not be in the interest of the welfare recipients 
themselves. 

On the other side of the coin, when it was known that 
I had had, as I did have, long conversations with those 
who were advocating the movement toward the Ribicoff 
positions, the members of the Senate Finance Committee 
have requested equal time. I intend to give them equal 
time, of course, to hear their arguments, after the bill is 
written in its final form. As you know, it has not yet been 
finalized. 

My own present intention, however, is to stay by our 
middle position. I think it is the right position and I be- 
lieve that it is a position that can get through this 
Congress. 

Now on that score, I would just point out that we can 
all go back and look at speeches that have been made and 
maybe a few columns that have been written, indicating 
that the Administration’s failing to move from the posi- 
tion that we had taken on revenue sharing meant that we 
would never get revenue sharing. 

Well, we got it today in the House because our posi- 
tion was sound and I think we are going to follow the 
same tactics, the same position now. I watch it, of course, 
day by day, because I want welfare reform, the country 
wants welfare reform. But we cannot have welfare re- 
form that moves in the direction of enormously increasing 
the cost and, frankly, putting more people on welfare 
rather than getting people off of it. 


ALIENS AND UNEMPLOYMENT 


Q. Sir, I have seen a letter from a high official in the 
immigration department of the State Department saying 
that we had 4,800,000 people in this country on tempo- 
rary visas who were employed. I wonder in view of the 
large number who come in illegally if you don’t think 
these two groups together have a great impact on our 
high rate of unemployment. 

Tue Preswent. The President of Mexico spoke to me 
about that problem, the problem of illegal aliens, and of 
course you know, it is a problem in which many of our 
labor organizations are very vitally interested. It does 
certainly contribute to the unemployment problem. It is 


one which administration after administration has 
wrestled with without too much success. 

It is one, however, after my consultation with the 
President of Mexico, that I have asked the Department of 
Labor to examine to see what steps could be taken to see 
that illegal aliens and particularly those—the Mexican 
problem is the biggest one, as you know—those from our 
friends and neighbors to the south—where that could 
come under better control. 


Court DEcIsSIONS ON WIRETAPPING AND ORGANIZED 
BASEBALL 


Q. Two questions about recent Supreme Court deci- 
sions, if I may ask them as two questions, because I am 
asking in both cases if you have any plans for meeting 
the situation. 

In the first case, the Supreme Court ruled your wire- 
tapping program unconstitutional, saying that in cases of 
domestic security, wires could not be tapped without a 
court order. So my first question is whether you have 
any plans to ask Congress for legislation to restore that 
authority in the form of an amendment to the Safe 
Streets Act or other legislation. 

In the second case, the Supreme Court left it up to 
Congress whether organized baseball came under the 
antitrust laws. This being a matter of some national 
interest, I think, I wonder if you have any plans to ask 
for legislation to clarify the status of organized baseball. 

Tue Presment. On the first question, I think it is 
appropriate to point out that the wiretapping in cases of 
civilian activity, domestic civilian activity, is not, as you 
have described it, just this Administration’s policy. As 
you know, this type of activity of surveillance has been 
undertaken, to my knowledge, going back to World War 
II. It reached its high point in 1963 when there were 
over 100 cases, as Mr. Hoover testified, in which there 
were taps used in cases involving domestic security. 

Since that time the number of taps has gone down. 
It went down during the Johnson Administration, and it 
has sharply been decreased during the 34 years that 
this Administration has been in office. 

Now, as far as the Supreme Court’s decision is con- 
cerned, I see no need to ask for legislation to obtain the 
authority, because the Supreme Court’s decision allows 
the Government, in a case that it believes necessary, to go 
to a court and get a court order for wiretapping. It simply 
prohibits wiretapping unless there is a court order. So we 
will abide by that. 

I should also point out that the Supreme Court’s deci- 
sion does not rule out wiretapping in the United States 
in domestic matters where there is a clear connection be- 
tween the activity that is under surveillance and a foreign 
government. That, of course, allows us to move in the in- 
ternal security area where there is a clear connection be- 
tween the two. So we will, of course, abide by the Supreme 
Court’s decision in this instance, and I see no need to ask 
for additional authority from the Congress. 
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On the baseball matter, I must say I cannot even tell 
you who is in first place at the present time because I have 
not had a chance to check it lately. 

Yes, I can. I called the Mayor of Houston and con- 
gratulated him on the fact that he had just been elected 
to be head of the Conference of Mayors, Mr. Louie Welch. 
He thought I was calling to congratulate him on the As- 
tros being in first place. So they must be in first place. 
[Laughter.] 

In any event, as an old baseball fan, and the rest, I have 
no present thoughts on that. I would like, perhaps, to talk 
to Bowie Kuhn, who is a good lawyer and also interested 
in baseball. 

CAMPAIGN DEBATES 


Q. Mr. President, can you give us some of your rea- 
sons, sir, for deciding against debating your Democratic 
opponent this fall? 

Tue Presivenrt. Well, that is a question that—he asked 
if I had any good reasons for deciding against debating 
my Democratic opponent this fall. As you ladies and gen- 
tlemen have often heard me say, and I will continue to 
hold to this position, questions that deal with the cam- 
paign, questions that deal with matters that involve can- 
didacy, are ones that I will respectfully not comment upon 
until after the Republican Convention. At that time I 
will be glad to take that question and I'll give an answer 
then. 

I have not made a decision on it yet. That is my point. 


EpucaTIon BILu 


Q. Mr. President, can you tell us what your plans are 
for the higher education bill? Do you intend to sign it? 

Tue Present. I have to make the decision tomor- 
row. I will be very candid with you to tell you that it is 
one of the closest calls that I have had since being in this 
office. I have—some of the members of my staff and 
Members of the Congress are enthusiastic for signing it, 
and others are just as enthusiastic for vetoing it. 

I have mixed emotions about it. First, as far as many 
of the education provisions, strictly education provisions, 
they are recommendations of this Administration. I 
think they are very much in the public interest. If they 
could be separated from the rest of the bill, and stand on 
their own, there would not be any question about sign- 
ing the bill. On the other hand, the Congress, as you 
know, did add a provision, section 803, with regard to 
busing. It was certainly a well-intentioned position, but 
from a legal standpoint it is so vague and so ambiguous 
that it totally fails to deal with this highly volatile issue. 

What brought that home to me was when I asked the 
Attorney General for an opinion as to whether or not it 
could deal with the problem of the busing order that has 
been handed down in Detroit. The answer is that it is 
highly doubtful that section 803 of the Higher Education 
Act, in the event that it is signed into law, will deal with 


that problem, because of its vagueness, because of its 
ambiguity. 

The Detroit case is perhaps the most flagrant example 
that we have of all of the busing decisions, moving against 
all the principles that I, at least, believe should be applied 
in this area. It completely rejects the neighborhood school 
concept. It requires massive busing among 53 different 
school districts, including the busing of kindergarten chil- 
dren, up to an hour and a half a day, and it puts the objec- 
tive of some kind of racial balance or attempting to achieve 
some kind of racial balance above that of superior educa- 
tion, of quality education for all. 

I believe that the fact that this section 803 would 
not deal with the Detroit case means that we are going 
to have other cases of that type, possibly in other cities 
before school begins this fall and the responsibility, if 
we have them, and if we are unable to stop those orders 
from going into effect, falls squarely on the Congress 
because a very simple moratorium bill that I have 
presented to the Congress and asked for enactment would 
stop this. And then the Congress moving forward and 
I am glad to see that there has been some movement in 
committee at least with the Equal Educational Oppor- 
tunities Act, this action on the part of the Congress would 
deal with problems like the one in Detroit. 

My own view is that in this whole area we face very 
serious problems this fall unless the Congress moves on 
the moratorium legislation, clear-cut and soon and before 
the school year begins. 

I have digressed a bit from the bill. It is a close call. 
I will make the decision tonight and will announce it 
tomorrow. But that gives you an idea of some of the things 
that have been going through my mind. 

Q. Just to follow that up, if you were to veto it, sir, 
what are the prospects do you think of getting a separate 
busing bill and a higher education bill without the busing? 

THE Preswent. As a matter of fact, that is one of the 
matters I have been discussing with the Congressional 
leaders—for example, Senator Griffin, who is as you know 
somewhat interested in this issue, because he comes from 
Michigan—and the prospects of getting the higher edu- 
cation bill here on the President’s desk as it should be, in 
the proper form, and then getting an adequate, straight- 
out moratorium on new school busing orders, the prospects 
are, frankly, somewhat doubtful. 

That is the reason why, in determining whether I sign 
this bill or veto it, it is a very close call, but I think my 
statement tomorrow will address that question. 

I have an idea which way I am going to go but I prom- 
ised to talk to one more Senator before I make the final step 
and I will not tell you today until I talk to him. 

Q. Will that be the Senator from Tennessee? 

THE PRESENT. As a matter of fact, Miss McClendon, 
you have touched upon a rather raw nerve there, because 
Nashville is a case which 803 might cover. I say “might.” 
We can’t even be sure it would. 
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So consequently, the Senators from Tennessee strongly 
advocate signing this, even though it won’t handle De- 
troit, because they say, “We are interested in Detroit, but 
we are a lot more interested in Tennessee.” But I have 
to be interested in the whole country. 

Miss Angelo. 


CAMPAIGN CONTRIBUTIONS 


Q. Mr. Mitchell has declined to make public the source 
of about $10 million of contributions to your re-election 
fund. I know that this is in the letter of the law, but I 
wonder in the spirit of the law of more openness what you 
think about that and might you make them public? 

THE Presment. Mr. Ziegler has, I think, responded to 
that and Mr. Mitchell and Mr. Stans. I think it is Mr. 
Stans who has declined to do that. I support the position 
that Mr. Stans has taken. 

When we talk about the spirit of the law and the letter 
of the law, my evaluation is that it is the responsibility 
of all officials, a high moral responsibility to obey the law 
and to obey it totally. 

Now, if the Congress wanted this law to apply to con- 
tributions before the date in April that it said the law 
should take effect, it could have made it apply. The Con- 
gress did not apply it before that date and under the cir- 
cumstances, Mr. Stans has said we will comply with the 
law as the Congress has written it and I support his 
decision. 


FEDERAL Troops AT MIAM1 CONVENTIONS 


Q. Mr. President, it has been decided that Federal 
troops will be deployed to the Miami Beach area for both 
Presidential conventions. First, were you a part of that 
decision and secondly, what is your reaction to this? 

Tue Present. Well, I was not a part of the decision, 
actually. I think that was probably done consistent with 
our policy of accepting, when requests are made, the ad- 
vice of the local officials as to the need for Federal troops. 
I would hope they would not be needed, but apparently 
the City of Miami Beach, the State officials in Florida, felt 
that they might not have adequate personnel to handle 
what might be conduct that would be quite explosive. 

I will just make a guess at this point. I don’t think 
that—at least speaking as to what goes on outside the con- 
vention halls is concerned—I don’t think that we are go- 
ing to have those great demonstrations and the violence 
and so forth that everybody has been predicting. I don’t 
believe we are going to have another Chicago situation as 
we had in 1968. 

I believe that many of the younger people who have 
engaged in such activities in the past are rather turned 
off by it now. I think they will try their best to, of course, 
affect the outcome of the conventions, both inside the 
hall and outside, but I think when it comes to violence, the 
kind of thing that we saw in Chicago, I think that for- 
tunately, while we are not through with it, as we saw in the 


tragic incident involving Governor Wallace, I think that 
we are not going to have that great a problem. But the 
Federal troops will be there if they are requested, but only 
if necessary. 


ScHooL FINANCING AND Tax REFORM 


Q. Mr. President, would you tell us what progress you 
are making toward keeping your promise about finding 
a way to relieve property taxes and provide fair and ade- 
quate financing for public schools and save the private 
schools? 

Tue Presivenr. First, with regard to the general prob- 
lem of tax reform, I would like to commend Chairman 
Mills for the position that he has taken. I had breakfast 
with him and Congressman Byrnes and with Secretary 
Connally before I went off to the Soviet Union. 

We discussed the problem of tax reform. He is very in- 
terested in tax reform. I am interested in tax reform and, 
of course, I have noticed several candidates that have ex- 
pressed themselves on this point. 

The problem is that tax reform, or tax legislation, in an 
election year, as Mr. Mills, as one of the most experienced 
men in this field, and Mr. Byrnes both agree, is simply 
not a wise course of action. It is hard enough to get a re- 
sponsible tax law in a non-election year. In an election 
year it will be totally impossible. 

Consequently, I think Chairman Mills’ announcement 
that he will begin hearings on tax reform legislation early 
in the next session of the Congress shows high statesman- 
ship. Now we will be ready for those hearings. 

Secretary Connally instituted, at my request, an inten- 
sive study within the Treasury Department of how we 
could reform the tax system to make it more equitable 
and to make it more simple and also to deal with problems 
like property tax which fall upon 65 million people and 
therefore are, in my view, unfair. 

These studies have gone forward. Considerable 
progress has been made. Secretary Shultz is continuing 
these studies and I will make a decision on it prior to sub- 
mitting the budget and will present recommendations to 
the next Congress dealing with these issues. 

I will not at this time prejudge the various proposals 
that have been presented before me. Certainly included 
in that decision will be relief for nonpublic schools. I am 
committed to that, and the approach of tax credits in 
this area will be included in that proposal. 

Just so that somebody won’t say I was trying to duck 
a hard one here, I know the question of value-added will 
come up. There has been a lot of speculation about that. 
Value-added—I have instructed or directed the Secretary 
of the Treasury, along with my Council of Economic Ad- 
visers—can be considered as a possible approach but only 
if we can find a non-retrogressive formula. 

Tax reform should not be used as a cover for a tax 
increase. Value-added has to be evaluated then under 
those circumstances. 
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One final point I will make is that as we move in this 
area we have to realize that we have had considerable 
tax reform over the past 3 years. Nine million poor peo- 
ple have been totally removed from the Federal tax rolls. 
The lower-income taxpayers have had reductions of 83 
percent in their taxes since 1969 and middle-income tax- 
payers have had reductions of 13 percent. 

But there are still inequities. One point I particularly 
emphasize: At a time that we have made some neces- 
sary reforms, some of which I have referred to, we have 
moved in the wrong direction in another way. The tax 
system, particularly the Federal income tax system, is 
hopelessly complex. I majored in law school in tax law. 
As a lawyer I used to do quite a bit of tax work. I 
naturally don’t take the time to make up my own income 
tax returns now. But when Manolo came in recently 
and asked me to help him figure out the forms, I had to 
send him to a lawyer, and when that is the case with a 
man who is in basically not a high income bracket, then 
it is time to do something to make the system not only 
more equitable but make it more simple, It will put 
some lawyers and accountants out of business, but there 
are other things they can do. 

Q. Are you saying all these proposals won’t come 
until after the first of the year? 

Tue Present. We will make the proposals before 
the first of the year, but they will not be considered 
by the Congress until after the first of the year. 

It would not be fair to the American people, it would 
not be fair to those, for example, interested in the non- 
public school relief, to suggest that the Congress, in this 
sort of sputtering, start-and-stop period—I mean, they 
are stopping next week and they come back for 6 weeks 
and maybe come back after the Republican Convention 
and the rest—that it could enact tax reform. It is not 
going to happen, and I am aware of that. 


AntTI-BusiInc AMENDMENT 


Q. Mr. President, back on the subject of busing, are 
you moving at all toward the position of favoring an anti- 
busing constitutional amendment? 

THE Present. A constitutional amendment is a step 
that should be taken only if the legislative route proves 
to be inadequate or impossible—impossible due to the 
fact that the Congress will not enact it. As far as I am 
concerned, we do need action here. I prefer the legisla- 
tive route. I think it is the most responsible route, but if 
the Congress does not act, then the only recourse left is 
for a constitutional amendment, and I will move in that 
direction. We must deal with the problem. 


GENERAL LAVELLE 


Q. Mr. President, do you think that there should 
be a court-martial in the case of General Lavelle to bring 
out all the facts there, and what is your opinion about 
that? » 

THe Presment. First, that does deal with the for- 
eign policy defense area, Vietnam and so forth. But 


since it does involve a current case, I will comment upon 
it. 

The Secretary of Defense has stated his view on that, 
has made a decision on it. I think it was an appropriate 
decision. I will not go beyond that. 

FRANK Cormier (Associated Press): Thank you, Mr. 
President. 


NOTE: President Nixon’s twenty-fourth news conference was held 


at 3:01 p.m. on Thursday, June 22, 1972, in his Oval Office at the 
White House. 


Education Amendments of 1972 


Statement by the President Upon Signing the Bill 
Into Law. June 23, 1972 


Today I am signing into law the Education Amend- 
ments of 1972. This legislation includes comprehensive 
higher education provisions, authority for a new effort 
to revitalize our educational research effort, and author- 
ity to provide financial assistance to school districts to 
meet special problems incident to desegregation. 

It also contains provisions supposedly directed at limit- 
ing court decisions dealing with busing. These provi- 
sions, however, are inadequate, misleading, and entirely 
unsatisfactory. 

In March 1970 I asked that aid to students enrolled 
in post-secondary institutions be expanded and redirected 
to assure every qualified student that he would be eligible 
for a combination of Federal grants and subsidized loans 
sufficient to make up the difference between his college 
costs and what his family is able to contribute. Congress 
has provided that opportunity, to an extent, through a 
program of grants for eligible students and aid from the 
existing Educational Opportunity Grant, College Work- 
Study, and National Defense and Guaranteed Student 
Loan programs. 

Unfortunately, certain restrictions placed in the law 
by the Congress mean that we will not be able to realize 
fully our principles of equity. But as confidence develops 
in the new programs, we look forward in the near future 
to having a set of Federal student assistance programs 
devoted to the goal of equalizing opportunities for all. 

The Congress has also recognized the need for a new 
Federal role in encouraging and facilitating reform and 
innovation throughout postsecondary education. To this 
end,.I had proposed a National Foundation for Higher 
Education. While the Congress did not create a new 
agency to deal with institutional innovation, it has pro- 
vided the Secretary of Health, Education, and Welfare 
with the authority to carry out—on a modest scale—the 
purposes I had intended for the Foundation. In future 
years, we may wish to reconsider the need for a statutory 
foundation for postsecondary education. 


we 
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One of the act’s most constructive features is its ¢s- 
tablishment—as I had requested—of a National Institute 
of Education. In proposing the NIE, I expressed the ex- 
pectation that when fully developed, it would be an 
important element in the Nation’s educational system. 

The NIE will be a new research institution within the 
Department of Health, Education, and Welfare, with a 
Presidentially-appointed Director and a distinguished na- 
tional advisory council. A primary purpose of the In- 
stitute is the initiation of a serious, systematic national 
effort to find ways to make educational opportunity truly 
equal—the study of what is needed, both inside and out- 
side the school, to ensure that our compensatory educa- 
tion efforts will be succesful. 

In the amendments dealing with the busing of public 
school children, however, this measure is most obviously 
deficient. Had these disappointing measures alone come 
to this office—detached from the higher education 
reforms—they would have been the subject of an 
immediate veto. 

Some months ago, Congress was called upon to make a 
joint commitment with the executive, to resolve the 
spreading social crisis that has arisen in this Nation as a 
result of massive court-ordered busing of public school 
children for the purpose of racial integration. One city 
after another—South, North, East, and West—has been 
confronted with court orders requiring an enormous price, 
not simply in the well-being of the children involved but 
in educational funds, community tensions, and commu- 
nity division. Because, by and large, these orders have 
been handed down by Federal courts, the American peo- 
ple looked to the Federal Government for clarification, for 
guidance, for relief. Congress has provided virtually none. 

We asked the Congress to draw up new uniform na- 
tional desegregation standards for all school districts— 
South, North, East, and West. The Congress determined 
to allow the existing inequities and injustices to remain. 

We asked the Congress to provide uniform guidance to 
Federal judges so that court-ordered busing to integrate 
public school systems would be used only as a last—never 
a first—resort. The Congress apparently declines to pro- 
vide such guidance. 

We asked the Congress to put a limit on any future 
court-ordered busing of schoolchildren from kindergarten 
through the sixth grade. Congress refused to act. As a 
result future court decisions may treat the kindergarten 
children in the same fashion as they treat seniors in high 
school. That is wrong, but the Congress has thus far re- 
fused to correct the situation. 

We asked the Congress for legislation granting relief 
for those many school districts already operating under 
court orders that require busing far in excess of reason- 
able standards. Congress has thus far provided those 
dozens of districts with no hope, and no relief. 

We asked the Congress for a moratorium—no more 
Federal court-ordered school busing until such new stand- 


ards were set up and applied equally to cities South and 
North. Congress refused—providing instead only a tem- 
porary stay, pending appeal, and applied only to a very 
limited type of court order, and only so long as litigants 
can manage to keep an appeal alive. It applies only to 
certain kinds of court orders. An adroit order-drafter may 
be able to prevent any effective application of this law. 
This action by the Congress can be construed, not un- 
fairly, as a breathing spell designed less for the harassed 
school districts of this country than for Congressmen 
themselves. 

Congress has not given us the answer we requested; it 
has given us rhetoric. It has not provided a solution to the 
problem of court-ordered busing; it has provided a clever 
political evasion. The moratorium it offers is temporary ; 
the relief it provides is illusory. 

Confronted with one of the burning social issues of the 
past decade, and an unequivocal call for action from the 
vast majority of the American people, the 92d Congress 
has apparently determined that the better part of valor 
is to dump the matter into the lap of the 93d. Not in the 
course of this Administration has there been a more 
manifest Congressional retreat from an urgent call for 
responsibility. 

NoTE: As enacted, the bill (S. 659) is Public Law 92-318, ap- 
proved June 23, 1972. 


For the President’s remarks on school busing provisions of the 
act, see the following item. 


School Busing 


The President’s Remarks in Connection With the 
Education Amendments of 1972. June 23, 1972 


This bill contains a wholesale retreat by the Congress 
from responsibility on school busing. Congress has re- 
fused to put a limit to court orders busing small children 
under 11 out of their neighborhoods. Congress has granted 
no relief whatsoever to school districts which have been 
orderd by the courts to institute massive busing programs. 
This is not good enough. 

Cross-city and cross-county busing is wrong; it is 
harmful to education; it does not unite races and com- 
munities; it divides them. If Congress continues to refuse 
to act on the proposal I have made to solve this problem— 
a moratorium on all busing orders—we will have no 
choice but to seek a constitutional amendment which will 
put the goals of better education for all of our children 
above the objective of massive busing for some children. 


NoTE: The President’s remarks were filmed in the Family Theater 
at the White House for radio and television broadcast. For his 
statement upon signing the act, see the preceding item. 





Action 


Announcement of Intention To Nominate Donald 
Kready Hess To Be Associate Director. 
June 23, 1972 


The President today announced his intention to nomi- 
nate Donald Kready Hess to be an Associate Director of 
Action. His area of responsibility will be International Op- 
erations. He will succeed Kevin O’Donnell who resigned 
effective April 30, 1972. Mr. Hess has served as Country 
Director for the Peace Corps in Korea since April 1970. 

Born November 18, 1930, Mr. Hess received an A.B. 
degree from Franklin and Marshall College in 1952 and 
an M.P.A. degree from Syracuse University in 1953. He 
began his service with the Federal Government in 1953 
at the Atomic Energy Commission and served with that 
agency until 1958. Mr. Hess worked at the Advanced Re- 
search Projects Agency of the Department of Defense 
from 1958 to 1966, first as a Program Management Of- 
ficer and then Director of Program Management. He took 
time off in 1961 for studies at the Industrial College of the 
Armed Forces at Fort McNair, Washington, D.C. From 
1966 to 1970 he served as an Associate Director of the 
Community Action Program at OEO. 

Mr. Hess is married and has one daughter. They re- 
side in Bethesda, Md. 


Disaster Assistance for Florida, 
Maryland, Pennsylvania, New York, 
Virginia, and the District of Columbia 


Announcement of Disaster Declarations and Federal 
Assistance Following Damage from Hurricane 
Agnes. June 23, 1972 


The President today declared a major disaster for the 
States of Florida, Maryland, Pennsylvania, New York, 
and Virginia. He has also directed George Lincoln, Di- 
rector of the President’s Office of Emergency Prepared- 
ness, to assure that all appropriate Federal aid is made 
available to the District of Columbia. The President’s ac- 
tion will permit the use of Federal funds in relief and re- 
covery efforts in the affected areas in the wake of Hurri- 
cane Agnes. 

Torrential rains and record flooding resulted in dam- 
ages in widespread areas of the States. Estimates of dam- 
age to public and private property total in the hundreds 
of millions of dollars. Federal disaster assistance from the 
President’s disaster fund will provide for debris clearance, 
restoration of public facilities, protective health and sani- 
tation measures and long-term, low-interest loans to farm- 
ers, homeowners, and businessmen. The loans will be 
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made by the Small Business Administration and the 
Farmers Home Administration. 

Relief activities are being coordinated by the Presi- 
dent’s Office of Emergency Preparedness. Disaster spe- 
cialists from OEP’s regional office in Philadelphia are 
working with state and local officials in Maryland, Penn- 
sylvania, and Virginia. OEP offices in Atlanta, Ga., and 
New York, N.Y., are coordinating relief efforts in Florida 
and New York State. 


Visit to the People’s Republic of China 
by Dr. Henry A. Kissinger 


Joint Statement Following Dr. Kissinger’s Discussions 
With Premier Chou En-lai and Other 
Officials. June 24, 1972 


Premier Chou En-lai of the People’s Republic of China 
and other Chinese officials held discussions with Dr. 
Henry A. Kissinger, Assistant to the U.S. President for Na- 
tional Security Affairs, and his party from June 19 to 23, 
1972. The talks were extensive, earnest, and frank. 
They consisted of concrete consultations to promote the 
normalization of relations between the two countries and 
an exchange of views on issues of common interest. 


Both sides agreed on the usefulness of these consulta- 
tions which were foreseen in the Sino-U.S. joint com- 
muniqué of February 1972 and on the desirability of 
continuing them. 


NOTE: The statement was read by Ronald L. Ziegler, Press Secretary 
to the President, for release at 11 a.m. He stated that the statement 
was being issued simultaneously in Peking. It was not issued in the 
form of a White House press release. 

Following the issuance of the joint statement, Dr. Kissinger met 
with reporters in the Briefing Room at the White House to report 
on his trip. A transcript of the news conference was released by the 
White House Press Office. 


Department of Transportation 


Announcement of Intention To Nominate John E. 
Hirten To Be Assistant Secretary for Environment 
and Urban Systems. June 24, 1972 


The President today announced his intention to nomi- 
nate John E. Hirten of San Diego, Calif., to be an Assist- 
and Secretary of Transportation for Environment and 
Urban Systems. He succeeds Herbert DeSimone, who re- 
signed effective May 20, 1972. 

Mr. Hirten has served as Deputy Assistant Secretary 
for Environmental and Urban Affairs in the Department 
of Transportation since April 1971. From 1969 to 1971 


Vw 
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he was executive vice president of San Diegans, Inc., in 
San Diego, Calif. 

Mr. Hirten was born November 2, 1925, in New York, 
N.Y. He received a B.A. degree from the New Mexico 
State University and earned a certificate in planning ad- 
ministration from the University of Chicago. 

From 1950 to 1951 Mr. Hirten served as Chief Clerk 
for the United States Senate Crime Investigation Com- 
mittee. He was a community development specialist at the 
Department of State from 1951 to 1955, and served with 
the Little Rock Housing Authority from 1955 to 1957 as 
Assistant Director for Urban Renewal. From 1957 to 
1959 Mr. Hirten was Executive Director of the Stockton 
Redevelopment Agency, and served as Executive Director 
of the San Francisco Planning and Urban Renewal 
Agency from 1959 to 1968. 

Mr. Hirten has served with many urban planning or- 
ganizations and is currently associated with the Ameri- 
can Institute of Planners, the American Society of Plan- 
ning Officials, and the National Association of Housing 
and Redevelopment Officials. In 1963 he received the Dis- 
tinguished Service Citation from the California chapter of 
the American Institute of Architects and has authored 
numerous publications and articles dealing with urban 
planning. 

Mr. Hirten is married and has four children. He re- 
sides in Washington, D.C. 


Digest of Other White House 
Announcements 


Following is a listing of items of general interest which 
were announced to the press during the period covered 
by this issue but which are not carried elsewhere in the 
issue. Appointments requiring Senate approval are not 


included since they appear in the list of nominations 
submitted to the Senate, below. 


June 17 


The President today announced the reappointment of 
Frank B. Rackley of Washington, Pa., as a member of 


the President’s Commission on Personnel Interchange for 
aterm of 2 years. 


June 19 


The White House announced the addition of Afghan- 
istan and the deletion of Italy from the itinerary for 
former Secretary of the Treasury John B. Connally’s cur- 
rent mission to a number of nations in South America, 
the Far East, and South Asia. 


June 20 


The President today acknowledged the retirement of 
Edmund L. Palmieri as a United States District Judge 
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for the Southern District of New York, effective June 30, 
1972. 


The President today nominated : 


Apm. Tuomas H. Mcorer for reappointment as Chairman, Joint 
Chiefs of Staff, for a term of 2 years ending July 2, 1974. 
Admiral Moorer has been Chairman, Joint Chiefs of Staff, 
since July 1979. 


Gen. CreiGHToN W. Asrams to be Chief of Staff, Army, for a 
term of 4 years. General Abrams has been Commander, United 
States Military Assistance Command, Vietnam, and Commanding 
General, U.S. Army, Vietnam, since July 1968. 

Gen. Witiiam C. WEsTMORELAND to be placed on the retired list 
in the grade of general. General Westmoreland has been Chief 
of Staff, Army, since July 1968. 


June 21 


The President met with the Quadriad at the White 
House. Following the meeting, the President met with 
Dr. Arthur F. Burns, Chairman of the Federal Reserve 
System, to discuss his trip, beginning June 24, to Peru, 
Argentina, Brazil, and Venezuela. Dr. Burns will meet 
with heads of the central banks and other financial leaders 
in the four countries. 

The White House announced that Dr. Edward E. 
David, Jr., Science Adviser to the President and Director 
of the Office of Science and Technology, will lead a dele- 
gation to Moscow July 2 for formal discussions on 
implementation of the Moscow summit agreement on 
cooperation in the fields of science and technology. 

The President has accepted with regret the resignation 
of Henry K. Willard II as a member of the District of 
Columbia Council, effective June 30, 1972. 

The President met with Governor Nelson A. Rocke- 
feller, Senators Jacob K. Javits and James L. Buckley, 
William A. Ronan, Director of Transportation, State of 
New York, and Secretary of Transportation John A. 
Volpe, for a discussion of urban transportation matters 
relating to New York. Following the meeting, the White 
House announced Federal grants to the New York City 
Transit Authority for the construction of a 4.7 mile Sec- 
ond Avenue subway and the purchase of 320 new rail 
passenger cars. 

The President has requested Secretary of State Wil- 
liam P. Rogers, in addition to attending SEATO and 
ANZUS meetings in Canberra, Australia, on June 27-28, 
to make a visit to Indonesia, Bahrain, Kuwait, Greece, 
Romania, Hungary, and Yugoslavia. 


June 22 


The White House announced the creation of the Na- 
tional Committee for Employer Support of the National 
Guard and Reserve Forces, with James M. Roche, retired 
chairman of the board and chief executive officer of 
General Motors, as Chairman. The Committee will pro- 
mote membership in the Guard and Reserve units, and 
will focus its efforts on employers of members and poten- 
tial members of the standby services. 

John Cardinal Krol, Archbishop of Philadelphia, and 
John T. Gurash, chairman of the board of the Insurance 
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Company of North America and head of a committee 
which conducted a survey of Catholic education in Phila- 
delphia, met with the President at the White House to 
discuss parochial school financing. 

The President met with executives of 29 independent 
broadcast organizations from across the Nation who were 
attending a White House briefing on the economy and 
the arms limitation treaty and agreement, as well as other 
topics. 

The President hosted a reception at the White House 
for incumbent Republican Senators and Representatives. 


June 23 


House leaders Hale Boggs and Gerald R. Ford had 
breakfast with the President at the White House prior 
to their departure for the People’s Republic of China. 

The National Farm Family of the Year, Mr. and Mrs. 
Carlos D. Dixon, and their three children, of Lonoke 
County, Ark., called on the President at the White House. 
They were selected in the second annual Farm Family 


of the Year contest sponsored by the Farmers Home 
Administration. 


The President today accepted with special and very 
personal regret the resignation of Emil Mosbacher, Jr., 
as Chief of Protocol, effective June 30, 1972. 

The President has accepted the resignation of F. L. 
Peter Stone as United States Attorney for the District of 
Delaware, effective June 30, 1972. 

The President met at the White House with Dr. Henry 
A. Kissinger and Secretary of State William P. Rogers 
for a report on Dr. Kissinger’s just-completed trip to the 
People’s Republic of China and discussions of Secretary 
Rogers’ upcoming trip around the world. The President 
and Dr. Kissinger then flew to Camp David for further 


discussions of the China trip and other foreign policy 
matters. ; 


June 24 

The President made a 2-hour helicopter tour of flood 
areas of Maryland and of southeastern Pennsylvania along 
the Susquehanna River and talked with flood victims and 


local officials at an evacuation center at the William Penn 
High School in Harrisburg. 
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ACTS APPROVED BY 
THE PRESIDENT 


Approved June 16, 1972 

Public Law 92-314 
An Act to authorize appropriations to the 
Atomic Energy Commission in accordance 
with section 261 of the Atomic Energy Act 
of 1954, as amended, and for other purposes. 


Approved June 20, 1972 

Public Law 92-315 
An Act to amend chapter 19 of title 38 of 
the United States Code, to extend coverage 
under servicemen's group life insurance to 
cadets and midshipmen at the service 
academies of the Armed Forces. 


Approved June 22, 1972 
TE MRR ceiicenaat Public Law 92-316 
An Act to amend the Rail Passenger Serv- 
ice Act of 1970 in order to provide financial 
assistance to the National Railroad Pas- 
senger Corporation, and for other purposes. 
Public Law 92-317 
An Act to authorize appropriations to carry 
out the Fire Research and Safety Act of 
1968 and the Standard Reference Data Act, 
and to amend the Act of March 3, 1901 
(31 Stat. 1449), to make improvements in 
fiscal and administrative practices for 
more effective conduct of certain functions 
of the National Bureau of Standards. 


Approved June 23, 1972 
8. 659 Public Law 92-318 
Education Amendments of 1972. 

Public Law 92-319 
An Act to direct the Secretary of Agricul- 
ture to releas> on behalf of the United 
States a condition in a deed conveying cer- 
tain lands to the Arkansas Game and Fish 
Commission, and for other purposes. 





CHECKLIST OF WHITE HOUSE 
PRESS RELEASES 


Listed below are releases of the Office of 
the White House Press Secretary during the 
period covered by this issue which have not 
been included in the issue. 


Released June 20, 1972 


Fact sheet: the United Nations Conference 
on the Human Environment. 

News Briefing on: the United Nations Con- 
ference on the Human Environment—by 
Russell E. Train, Chairman, Council on 
Environmental Quality, Senator Howard H. 
Baker, Jr., Chairman, Secretary of State's 
Advisory Committee on the United Nations 
Conference on the Human Environment, 
and Robert M. White, Administrator, 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Adnin- 
istration. 


Released June 21, 1972 


News briefing on: the Joint Commission on 
Scientific and Technical Cooperation be- 
tween the United States and the Soviet 
Union—by Dr. Edward E. David, Jr., Science 
Adviser to the President and Director, 
Office of Science and Technology. 

News briefing on: grants to New York State 
for urban mass transportation—by John 
A. Volpe, Secretary of Transportation, 
Governor Nelson A. Rockefeller of New 
York, Senators Jacob K. Javits and James 
L. Buckley of New York, William A. Ronan, 
Director of Transportation, New York State, 
and Carlos C. Villarreal, Administrator, 
Urban Mass Transportation Administra- 
tion, Department of Transportation. 


Released June 23, 1972 


News briefing on: President's statement on 
signing the Education Amendments of 
1972—by Elliot L. Richardson, Secretary of 
Health, Education, and Welfare, and John 
D. Ehrlichman, Assistant to the President 
for Domestic Affairs. 


Released June 24, 1972 


News conference: on his trip to the People’s 
Republic of China—by Dr. Henry A. 
Kissinger, Assistant to the President for 
National Security Affairs 

News briefing: on Federal disaster assistance 
following Hurricane Agnes—by George A. 
Lincoln, Director, Office of Emergency 
Preparedness, Robert M. White, Admin- 
istrator, National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration, and Gen. K. B. Cooper, 
Deputy Director of Civil Works, Corps of 
Engineers 
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NOMINATIONS SUBMITTED 
TO THE SENATE 


The following list does not include promo- 
tions of members of the Uniformed Services, 
nominations to the Service Academies, or 
nominations of Foreign Service officers. 


Submitted June 19, 1972 


CHESTER M. WiccIN, Jr., of New Hampshire, 
to be an Interstate Commerce Commis- 
sioner for the remainder of the term ex- 
piring December 31, 1973, vice Donald L. 
Jackson, resigned. 


Georce S. Ives, of Maryland, to be a Member 
of the National Mediatior Board for 
the term expiring July 1, 1975. (re- 
appointment) 


Submitted June 20, 1972 


Cart E. HimsHMaAN, of New Jersey, to be 
United States Marshal for the District of 
New Jersey for the term of 4 years, vice 
Anthony T. Greski, resigned. 


Ra.LpH E. ERIcKson, of California, to be Dep- 
uty Attorney General, vice Richard G. 
Kleindienst, elevated. 


Submitted June 23, 1972 


Donatp Kreapy Hess, of Maryland, to be an 
Associate Director of ACTION, vice Kevin 


O'Donnell, resigned. 

Etpon B. Manon, of Texas, to be a United 
States District Judge for the Northern Dis- 
trict of Texas, vice Joe Ewing Estes, re- 
tiring. 
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